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1
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR RAPIDLY
SCANNING FILES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to the field of network technologies,
and in particular, to a method and system for rapidly scanning
files.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

With the prevalence of computers, clients basically all need
to install anti-virus software to scan files in a computer. When
the anti-virus software is scanning, a lot of CPU operations
and disk operations are needed, which makes the scanning
process long and affects the system speed. However, for files
in computers, many are identical, for example, files of Win-
dows, installation packet files, help files, and compressed
files, etc. of much softwares.

In the prior art, when scanning the first time, anti-virus
software of a client will comprehensively scan all the files
within a computer, and will scan various content in a file. For
a file comprising large content, it consumes quite much time
for scanning, this will lead to a very long time for the first
scanning. For example, for a compressed packet, the prior art
will, according to a normal scanning process, decompress the
content in the compressed packet and scan one by one to
ensure that the files are secure. Therefore, for a compressed
packet, the scanning time of the prior art is relatively long, and
hence the time for the whole scanning is prolonged, whereas
for a user, the CPU operations and disk operations being
occupied for a long time due to a long-time scanning affect
the system speed, thereby influencing the use of the computer
by the user.

In addition, anti-virus software will generally record
secure files last scanned into a white list, and then when
scanning the next time, match a current file with files in the
white list one by one; if they match, then skip the current file
and enter into a next file scanning process; if they do not
match, then fully scan the entire content of the unmatched file,
and enter into a next file scanning process after the scanning
is finished. In this process, it is needed that the matching and
scanning process can be performed on a next file only after a
previous file is matched or fully scanned, and the wait time for
the next file is relatively long, which gives rise to the problem
of the time for scanning the files of the whole system by the
whole anti-virus software being relatively long.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In view of the above problems, the invention is proposed to
provide a method and system for rapidly scanning a file which
overcomes the above problems or at least in part solve the
above problems.

According to an aspect of the invention, there is provided a
method for rapidly scanning a file comprising: obtaining a
data packet, the data packet comprising secure file character-
istic information for determining whether a file in a system is
a secure file; and scanning file characteristic information of
files in the system one by one, if the currently scanned file
characteristic information matches secure file characteristic
information in the data packet identifying a file as a secure
file, skipping an anti-virus scanning for the current file, and
continuing to scan a next file.

According to another aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a system for rapidly scanning a file, which system
comprising a first client, the first client comprises:

an obtaining module configured to obtain a data packet, the
data packet comprising secure file characteristic information
for determining whether a file in a system is a secure file; and
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a scanning & matching module configured to scan file
characteristic information of files in the system one by one, if
the currently scanned file characteristic information matches
secure file characteristic information in the data packet iden-
tifying a file as a secure file, skip an anti-virus scanning for the
current file, and continue to scan a next file.

According to yet another aspect of the invention, there is
provided a computer program comprising a computer read-
able code which causes a server to perform the method
according to any of claims 1-11, when said computer readable
code is running on the server.

According to still another aspect of the invention, there is
provided a computer readable medium storing the computer
program as claimed in claim 24 therein.

The beneficial effects of the invention lie in that:

Firstly, in this disclosure, by using a data packet compris-
ing secure file characteristic information for determining
whether a file in a system is a secure file, when a new user
performs a first scanning, if a file with identical characteristic
information as that in the data packet is scanned, a long-time
scanned and secure file which is represented by the charac-
teristic information may be skipped, which may reduce the
time for the first scanning.

Secondly, in this disclosure, two scanning modules are
arranged, wherein a characteristic information scanning
module is configured to match the characteristic information
of a file in a first client system with the characteristic infor-
mation of a secure file in a data packet, and if the character-
istic information of a file in the first client system does not
match the characteristic information of a secure file in the data
packet, notify a security scanning module to fully scan the
file, whereas the characteristic information scanning module
continues to scan a next file. In this way, the matching process
for the characteristic information of a file and the full scan-
ning process for the file by the first client are separated, the
scanning of a previous unmatched file will not affect the
matching of a next file, which saves the waiting time therein
and thereby expedites the scanning speed of a file.

The above description is merely an overview of the tech-
nical solutions of the invention. In the following particular
embodiments of the invention will be illustrated in order that
the technical means of the invention can be more clearly
understood and thus may be embodied according to the con-
tent of the specification, and that the foregoing and other
objects, features and advantages can be more apparent.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various other advantages and benefits will become appar-
ent to those of ordinary skills in the art by reading the follow-
ing detailed description of the preferred embodiments. The
drawings are only for the purpose of showing the preferred
embodiments, and are not considered to be limiting to the
invention. And throughout the drawings, like reference signs
are used to denote like components. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a flow diagram of a method for rapidly scanning
a file according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of a method for generating a data
packet according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 is an example of the header of a compressed packet
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 4 is a structural diagram of a system for rapidly
scanning a file according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 is a structural diagram of a system for rapidly
scanning a file according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 6 is a structural diagram of a system for rapidly
scanning a file according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 7 is a structural diagram of a system for rapidly
scanning a file according to an embodiment of the invention;
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FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of a method for rapidly scanning
a file according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram of a method for generating a data
packet according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 10 schematically shows a block diagram of a server
for carrying out a method according to the invention; and

FIG. 11 schematically shows a storage unit for retaining or
carrying a program code for implementing a method accord-
ing to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the following the invention will be further described in
connection with the drawings and the particular embodi-
ments.

In practice, for clients in a certain order of magnitude (e.g.,
105) or more, when clients in the order of magnitude or more
scan files with identical features (e.g., including the file name,
file size, file modification time, file content description infor-
mation, content information, etc.), if such files are secure,
then it is also substantially secure when other users use files
with the same features. This application does perform statis-
tics on characteristic information of files which are secure and
time-consuming for fully scanning by a huge number of users
according to such points, and then generates a data packet to
be matched (upgrade patch, etc.) based on the characteristic
information. After using the data packet, a user may scan the
characteristic information of a file and match it with charac-
teristic information in the data packet, and if they match, skip
such files for which the normal scanning time is relatively
long, thereby achieving the purpose of saving the scanning
time.

Reference is made to FIG. 1, which shows a flow diagram
of a method for rapidly scanning a file of the application,
comprising the following steps.

In step 110, obtaining a data packet, the data packet com-
prising secure file characteristic information for determining
whether a file in a system is a secure file.

A new client first obtains a data packet comprising security
characteristic information, and then the new client may scan
according to the data packet, to save the time for the first
scanning. Therein, the new client is described in this applica-
tion as a first client, which first client mainly comprises a
client in which anti-virus software is not installed and a client
in which anti-virus software is installed, but a comprehensive
file scanning has not been performed, and may also comprise
a client in which anti-virus software is installed, and a com-
prehensive file scanning has been performed, but a new un-
scanned file occurs after the last comprehensive file scanning
was performed.

The first client may obtain the data packet by installing an
installation packet storing the data packet therein, or upgrad-
ing installed anti-virus software. In practice, the first client
may not scan at all, or also may obtain many new files during
use, but the client may also not fully scan these files, and when
the client wants to rapidly scan, it can be done by using the
data packet of the application.

Therein, the characteristic information in the data packet
for determining whether a file in a system is a secure file may
be obtained by performing statistics on full scanning results
of'individual clients. For example, for results of full scanning
by multiple users, for a file with identical characteristic infor-
mation (e.g., such characteristic information as the file size,
file modification time, file name CRC value, and content
matching information, etc.) in the individual clients, if the
results for scanning the file by the individual clients are
secure, then the characteristic information may be stored in
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the data packet for determining that a file in a system with the
characteristic information is a secure file.

Optionally, the characteristic information is obtained by
performing statistics on secure file characteristic information
sent into a processing center server by the individual clients.
Namely, for characteristic information of files confirmed to
be secure by fully scanning by the individual clients, the
processing center server automatically performs statistics and
analysis on it, and may generate a corresponding data packet
from the characteristic information greater than a certain
number threshold. In this application, it is first needed to
generate a data packet, referring to FIG. 2, which shows a flow
diagram of a method for generating a data packet according to
an embodiment of the invention comprising the following
steps.

In step 210, receiving secure file characteristic information
sent by individual client, the characteristic information com-
prising the characteristic information of a file determined to
be secure when the file is fully scanned by the client.

In practice, there exists a second client group, wherein a
large number of clients are comprised, and these clients may
all send to the processing center server qualified characteris-
tic information after files in their own systems are fully
scanned. Namely, when the individual clients in the second
client group select to fully scan files in their computers, they
will send the characteristic information of a secure file for
which the consumed scanning time is greater than or no less
than a certain time threshold to the processing center server.

In practice, this application performs statistics on charac-
teristic information of files which are normal and scanned
with a relative long scanning time by a huge number of
clients, then generates a data packet to be matched based on
the characteristic information of corresponding files with
scanning time greater than or no less than a threshold, and
then when a new user performs a first scanning, if a file with
identical characteristic information as that in the data packet
is scanned, a long-time scanned and secure file which is
represented by the characteristic information may be skipped,
which may reduce the time for the first scanning.

Optionally, when a client fully scans files,

the full scanning is to perform an anti-virus scanning on all
the content of individual files in the system of the client.

In step S11, when the scanned file is secure, the character-
istic information of the file is obtained, which characteristic
information comprises the file name, file size, file modifica-
tion time and file content description information.

When the client selects to fully scan files, a scanning
engine scans individual files in the client computer one by
one. For many files, e.g., for a compressed packet, the scan-
ning engine needs to first decompress in the engine according
to the requirement of the compressed packet, and then per-
forms an anti-virus scanning on the individual files comprised
in the compressed packet, and generally, such a scanning
manner needs quite much time; again, for example, for an
installation packet of software, the scanning engine also
needs to decompress the information in the installation packet
and then perform a scanning, which equally needs to consume
quite much time. Then, when the time the client spends in
scanning the whole file is greater than or no less than a
threshold, the characteristic information of the current file
may be obtained, which characteristic information comprises
the file name, file size, file modification time and file content
description information.

When the scanning time is greater than or no less than a
time threshold and the file is secure, the characteristic infor-
mation of the file is obtained, which characteristic informa-
tion comprises the file name, file size, file modification time
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and file content description information. Therein, when com-
puting the time for scanning a file by the client, the system
API function GetTickCount may be called to compute the
scanning time from the start of file scanning to the end of file
scanning according to the points in time at which the file
scanning begins and the file scanning finishes. For example, if
the point in time at which the file scanning begins is 21:50:30
and 00 millisecond, Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2012, and the point in
time at which the file scanning finishes is 21:51:30 and 00
millisecond, Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2012, then the time for scan-
ning the current file by the client is 1 minute. If the time
threshold is set to be 30 seconds, for this file, the client obtains
the characteristic information of the file, including the file
name, file size, file modification time and file content descrip-
tion information.

Therein, the file content description information only
occupies a very small part of the whole file, and when the
client scans the part of the file content description informa-
tion, the consumed time is far smaller than the time for scan-
ning the whole file. For example, for a compressed file, its file
content description information is located in the header data
of' a compressed packet, and when scanning, the client may
only need to scan a byte address space where the header data
of'the current file is located according to the number of bytes
occupied by the current file content description information
informed by the header data. Referring to FIG. 3, which is an
example of the header data of a compressed packet, the file
information (the file name, size, data check value, etc.) within
the compressed packet is described in the header data of the
compressed packet, and as long as such key data has not been
changed, it shows that the content of the compressed packet
has not been changed. Again, for example, for an installation
packet of software, the content description information is
located in the tail data of the installation packet, and when
scanning, it may suffice to scan a corresponding byte address
space according to the number of bytes occupied by the tail
data informed by the file.

In step S12, a cyclical redundancy check computation is
performed on the file name to get a file name CRC value.

Since the file name involves the privacy of a user, this
application conducts a cyclical redundancy check (CRC)
computation forthe file name, and gets a file name CRC value
without readability.

In step S13, a message digest algorithm computation is
performed on the file content description information to get
content matching information.

For the file content description information, though rela-
tive to the whole file, the file content description information
is small, if matching is conducted with the file content
description information itself, the time may be relatively
much due to the file content description information being
bulky. This application conducts a message digest algorithm
computation on the file content description information to get
content matching information. In general, the application
conducts the MD5 (Message Digest Algorithm 5) computa-
tion, and the resulting content matching information is an
MDS value. When matching by the MDS value, it can greatly
reduce the matching time, guarantee a rapid contrast match,
and at the same time also guarantee the security of the file.

In step S14, the characteristic information comprising the
file size, file modification time, file name CRC value and
content matching information is sent.

After the characteristic information comprising the file
size, file modification time, file name CRC value and content
matching information is obtained, the characteristic informa-
tion may be sent to the processing center server and wait for
the processing center server to process.
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The application environment of this application comprises
the processing center server providing data such as an instal-
lation packet related to anti-virus software, an upgrade
packet, etc., and a lot of clients connected with the processing
center server via a network, and therefore, for a full scanning
operation of a file by an online user, the above described steps
may be performed.

In step 220, for identical characteristic information, count-
ing its number of repetitions.

In this step, the processing center server will perform a
de-duplication operation on the received data, namely, de-
duplicate multiple data with identical characteristic informa-
tion sent by the same client to make its number of times be 1.

Optionally, for identical characteristic information, count-
ing its number of repetitions.

In S21, the received characteristic information is ranked
according to the total number of repetitions.

First, the received characteristic information is ranked
according to the total number of repetitions. For example, for
the characteristic information (m,100 kb, 2012/1/11/21:50:
30:10,n) corresponding to some client files, wherein m is the
file name CRC value, and n is the content matching informa-
tion of the file content description information, i.e., the MD5
value, correspondingly, each piece of characteristic informa-
tion corresponds to a client sending the information. For
example, for a client A, the information it sends to the pro-
cessing center server may be indicated in the form of A-(m,
100 kb, 2012/1/11/21:50:30:10,n). For all the pieces with the
same (A,100 k, 2012/1/11/21:50:30:10,B) received by the
processing center server, its total number of repetitions is
counted, and then ranking is performed according to the total
number. In this process of counting and ranking, data with
identical characteristic information sent by the same client
may be conveniently found out.

In S22, for individual identical characteristic information,
a de-duplication operation is performed on identical charac-
teristic information sent by one and the same client.

For multiple data with identical characteristic information
sent by one and the same client, for example, if there are 10
pieces of characteristic information of (m,100 kb, 2012/1/11/
21:50:30:10,n) sent by the client A, it is de-duplicated, such
that the processing center denotes the characteristic informa-
tion of (m,100 kb, 2012/1/11/21:50:30:10,n) repeatedly sent
by the client A as 1 time. As such, the accuracy of the number
of users may be guaranteed when performing statistics on
some characteristic information, and the effectiveness of this
application may be guaranteed.

In 823, for individual identical de-duplicated characteristic
information, the number of repetitions of individual charac-
teristic information is counted.

After the de-duplication, the number of repetitions of indi-
vidual characteristic information may be counted, which
number is consistent with the number of clients which scan to
get the characteristic information.

This application may further perform a de-duplication
operation and count the number of repetitions of individual
file characteristic information by means of other methods,
which will not be limited by this application.

In step 230, extracting the characteristic information with
the number of repetitions greater than or no less than the
number threshold.

After the number of repetitions of the characteristic infor-
mation is obtained, the number of repetitions is compared
with the number threshold, and if the number of repetitions is
greater than the threshold, it is stored in a data file. For
example, if the number of repetitions of the characteristic
information of (m,100 kb, 2012/1/11/21:50:30:10,n) is 150,
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000 and the threshold is set to be 100,000, then the charac-
teristic information may be extracted.

In step 240, storing the extracted characteristic information
in a data file, and generating a data packet according to the
data file.

In this application, the data in the data file may exist in the
form of list, and each piece of characteristic information
comprises multiple dimensions. For example, for (m,100 kb,
2012/1/11/21:50:30:10,n), in the list the piece of characteris-
tic information comprises four dimensions, i.e., file name
CRC value, the file size, file modification time and content
matching information, respectively. Then, in a subsequent
scanning & matching, matching is conducted according to the
four dimensions.

For the generated data file, it may be packed into an instal-
lation packet of anti-virus software, or also may be generated
as the form of an upgrade patch.

In addition, before the generation of a data packet, there is
further comprised:

step S210: receiving the characteristic information of an
insecure file sent by the client, and not storing the character-
istic information in the data file, or deleting characteristic
information in the data packet which is identical to the
received characteristic information.

For a file for which the time for a full scanning is greater
than the threshold and in which a virus has occurred, the client
will also mark the characteristic information of the insecure
file as insecure, and then send it to the processing center
server. The processing center server may not process all the
pieces of data with this characteristic information, nor store
them in the data file. For example, if there are 50,000 clients
which send data of the previous characteristic information of
(m,100 kb, 2012/1/11/21:50:30:10,n), but the data of the
characteristic information sent by one of the clients is iden-
tified as insecure, i.e., a virus is found, then the processing
center server may not process data with the characteristic
information of (m,100 kb, 2012/1/11/21:50:30:10,n), and not
store the characteristic information comprising (m,100 kb,
2012/1/11/21:50:30:10,n) in the data packet.

Additionally, in practice, when performing statistics on
characteristic information sent by individual clients, the pro-
cessing center server generally performs statistics with a cer-
tain length of time as the period, and then generates a data
packet of characteristic information of secure files from the
statistical result for the period. For example, the processing
center server performs statistics on characteristic information
sent by individual clients taking a day as the time unit, and
then generates the data packet, which may be provided to a
first client in a next period for use.

In step 120, scanning file characteristic information of files
in the system one by one, if the currently scanned file char-
acteristic information matches secure file characteristic infor-
mation in the data packet identifying a file as a secure file,
skipping an anti-virus scanning for the current file, and con-
tinuing to scan a next file.

For example, an anti-virus scanning is performed on a
malicious code or virus, etc. comprised in the file content.

After the data is obtained, a rapid scanning may be per-
formed.

In step S121, the system of the first client scans character-
istic information of files in the system one by one.

In step S122, matching the currently scanned file charac-
teristic information with secure file characteristic information
in the data packet identitying a file as a secure file, if they
match, the process goes to step S123, skips the current file and
continues to scan a next file; and if they do not match, the
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process goes to step S124, and performs a full anti-virus
scanning on the current file, i.e., scans all the content of the
current file.

In practice, before the first client scans, there is further
comprised: confirming whether to select a rapid scanning or
not, and if yes, scanning characteristic information of a file
and calling the data packet to conduct matching.

In other words, the first client may select a rapid scanning
or a full scanning of a file, and if a fast scanning is selected,
scan characteristic information of a file and call the data
packet to conduct matching of characteristic information.
When the characteristic information of the file matches char-
acteristic information in the data packet, it skips the current
file and continues to scan a next file.

In this application, upon scanning the first time, the first
client may be prompted whether to select a rapid scanning,
and if it selects, then characteristic information of a file is
scanned and the data packet is called to conduct matching.

If the first client selects a rapid scanning, when scanning,
the first client first obtains characteristic information of a file
in the first client to conduct matching, without the need to
scan all the content of the file.

When the first client matches the characteristic information
of' the file with characteristic information in the data packet:

it conducts matching starting from the characteristic infor-
mation with the highest matching efficiency in a cache.

Since characteristic information in the data packet is multi-
dimensional, when it is judged whether it is matched, it may
perform a comparison starting from the data with the highest
efficiency, for example, a dimension which does not need
extra computation, e.g., the file size and file modification
time, because the file size and file modification time are the
system data which can be obtained when traversing files and
which does not need extra operations, and such an operation
may increase the efficiency of comparing and matching of a
preset cache.

Optionally, when matching:

step S31: when the file size and file modification time
match a piece of characteristic information in a database,
performing the cyclical redundancy check computation on
the file name to get a file name CRC value, and matching the
file name CRC value with the file name CRC value of the
piece of characteristic information. Therein, the CRC opera-
tion of the file name is a memory operation and the data
amount is very small.

On matching, matching is first performed from a dimen-
sion with a high matching efficiency. In the dimensions of a
piece of characteristic information in the data packet, the file
size and file modification time do not need extra computation
and may be directly matched. Then, when a client scans, for
the file size and file modification time of the obtained char-
acteristic information, it may for example first compare the
file size, and then compare the file modification time. If the
file size and file modification time of the currently scanned
file are the same, then it compares a dimension with a relative
small amount of computation, for example, it computes a file
name CRC value by the CRC operation, then match the file
name CRC value with the file name CRC value of the piece of
characteristic information, and if they do not match, then the
process goes to a full scanning, if they match, then the process
goes to a dimension with a relative much amount of compu-
tation to conduct matching, e.g., goes to step S32.

In step S32, when the file name CRC value matches the file
name CRC value of the piece of characteristic information,
the message digest algorithm computation is performed on
the file content description information to get content match-
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ing information, and the content matching information is
matched with the content matching information of the piece
of characteristic information.

When the file size, file modification time and file name
CRC value are all matched, the message digest algorithm
computation, generally the MD5 computation, is performed
on the file content description information to get content
matching information, then the content matching information
is matched with the content matching information of the piece
of characteristic information, if matched, the process skips
the current file and goes to scan a next file.

In this application, upon matching, if there is a dimension
in the characteristic information which is not matched, which
means the file is not matched, then an anti-virus scanning may
be performed on the file. For example, for the four dimensions
of the characteristic information, the file size, file modifica-
tion time, file name CRC value and content matching infor-
mation, the matching order of the four dimensions is: 1. file
size, 2. file modification time, 3. file name CRC value and 4.
content matching information; if not matched when the file
size of a file A is matched with the first dimension, i.e., the file
size, of characteristic information in the data packet, the
matching ofthe 27?, 37 and 4” dimensions may not need to be
conducted, and an anti-virus scanning may need to be per-
formed on the file A; if the file size of the file A is matched,
then if not matched when the file modification time of'the file
A is matched with the second dimension, i.e., the file modi-
fication time, of the characteristic information in the data
packet, the matching of the 3", and 4” dimensions may not
need to be conducted, and an anti-virus scanning may be
performed on the file A. Other circumstances may be
deducted by analogy.

In addition, in each scanning, optionally, when the first
client scans, the characteristic information of a secure file in
the scanning result at this time is stored in a secure file
information list of the data packet; and when the first client
scans a next time, scanning is performed according to the
record after the last scanning.

When the first client scans in connection with the current
data packet, for a file with characteristic information not
comprised in the data packet, if it is detected to be secure this
time, the characteristic information of the secure file may be
stored in the secure file information list of the data packet, and
when the first client performs a next scanning, it can scans
more rapidly according to the result of the last scanning. In
addition, when a client performs a full scanning on individual
files, if a certain file is detected to be insecure, but the char-
acteristic information of the file is comprised in the data
packet, it may be deleted from the secure file information list
in the data packet.

Correspondingly, referring to FIG. 4, this application fur-
ther discloses a structural diagram of a system for rapidly
scanning a file comprising:

a first client 410, which first client comprises:

an obtaining module S411 configured to obtain a data
packet, the data packet comprising secure file characteristic
information for determining whether a file in a system is a
secure file; and

a scanning & matching module S412 configured to scan
file characteristic information of files in the system one by
one, if the currently scanned file characteristic information
matches secure file characteristic information in the data
packet identifying a file as a secure file, skip an anti-virus
scanning for the current file, and continue to scan a next file.

Reference is made to FIG. 5, which shows a structural
diagram of a system for rapidly scanning a file according to an
embodiment of the invention comprising:
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a first client 510, a second client group 520 and a process-
ing center server 530;

the first client 510 comprising:

an obtaining module S511 configured to obtain a data
packet, the data packet comprising secure file characteristic
information for determining whether a file in a system is a
secure file; and

a scanning & matching module S512 configured to scan
file characteristic information of files in the system one by
one, if the currently scanned file characteristic information
matches secure file characteristic information in the data
packet identifying a file as a secure file, skip an anti-virus
scanning for the current file, and continue to scan a next file;

the processing center server 530 configured to perform
statistics on secure file characteristic information sent to the
processing center server by individual clients to obtain char-
acteristic information in the data packet;

the second client group 520 configured to send character-
istic information of secure files.

Optionally, the processing center server comprises:

a characteristic information module configured to receive
characteristic information of secure files sent by individual
clients, the characteristic information comprising the charac-
teristic information of a file determined to be secure when the
file is fully scanned by client;

a statistical module configured to, for identical character-
istic information, count its number of repetitions; and

an extracting module configured to extract characteristic
information with the number of repetitions greater than or no
less than a number threshold.

Optionally, individual clients of the second client group
comprise:

a characteristic information obtaining unit configured to,
when the scanned file is secure, obtain the characteristic
information of the file, which characteristic information com-
prises the file name, file size, file modification time and file
content description information;

a file name computing unit configured to perform a cyclical
redundancy check computation on the file name to get a file
name CRC value;

a content description information computing unit config-
ured to perform a message digest algorithm computation on
the file content description information to get content match-
ing information; and

a characteristic information sending unit configured to
send characteristic information comprising the file size, file
modification time, file name CRC value and content matching
information.

Optionally, the statistical module comprises:

aranking unit configured to rank the received characteristic
information according to the total number of repetitions;

a de-duplication unit configured to, for individual identical
characteristic information, perform a de-duplication opera-
tion on identical characteristic information sent by one and
the same client; and

a statistical unit configured to, for individual identical de-
duplicated characteristic information, count the number of
repetitions of individual characteristic messages.

Optionally, when a client fully scans a file,

the system API function GetTickCount is called to com-
pute the scanning time from the start of file scanning to the
end of file scanning according to the points in time at which
the file scanning begins and the file scanning finishes.
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Optionally, after the extracting module, there is further
comprised:

a generating unit configured to store the extracted charac-
teristic information in a data file, and generate a data packet
according to the data file.

Optionally, before the generation of a data packet, there is
further comprised:

a removing unit configured to receive the characteristic
information of an insecure file sent by the client, and not store
the characteristic information in the data file, or delete char-
acteristic information in the data packet identical to the
received characteristic information.

Optionally, the characteristic information of the file is
matched with characteristic information in the data packet by
the following method:

matching is conducted starting from the characteristic
information with the highest matching efficiency in a cache.

Optionally, when the file size and file modification time
match a piece of characteristic information in a database, the
cyclical redundancy check computation is performed on the
file name to get a file name CRC value, and matching the file
name CRC value with the file name CRC value of the piece of
characteristic information; and

when the file name CRC value matches the file name CRC
value of the piece of characteristic information, the message
digest algorithm computation is performed on the file content
description information to get content matching information,
and matching the content matching information with the con-
tent matching information of the piece of characteristic infor-
mation.

Optionally, there is further comprised:

a prompting module configured to, upon scanning the first
time, prompt the first client whether to select a rapid scanning,
and if it selects, then scan characteristic information of a file
and call the data packet to conduct matching.

Optionally, there is further comprised: a record updating
module configured to, when the first client scans, store the
characteristic information of a secure file in the scanning
result at this time in a secure file information list of the data
packet; and when the first client scans a next time, scan
according to the secure record result after the last scanning.

For the embodiment of the system, its description is rela-
tively simple, since it is basically similar to the embodiment
of the method; for the relevant parts, reference is made to
those of the embodiment of the method.

Reference is made to FIG. 6, which shows a structural
diagram of a system for rapidly scanning a file according to an
embodiment of the invention comprising a first client 610,
which first client comprises:

an obtaining module S611 configured to obtain a data
packet, the data packet comprising secure file characteristic
information for determining whether a file in a system is a
secure file;

a characteristic information scanning module S612 config-
ured to scan characteristic information of files in the system
one by one, and match the characteristic information with
characteristic information in the data packet; when they
match, skip the current file and continue to scan a next file;
and when they do not match, skip the current file, continue to
scan a next file and notifying a security scanning module to
fully scan the file; and

the security scanning module S613 configured to, for the
unmatched file, performing a full scanning on the file.

Reference is made to FIG. 7, which shows a structural
diagram of a system for rapidly scanning a file according to an
embodiment of the invention comprising:

a first client 710, a second client group 720 and a process-
ing center server 730;
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the first client 710 comprising:

an obtaining module S711 configured to obtain a data
packet, the data packet comprising secure file characteristic
information for determining whether a file in a system is a
secure file; and

a characteristic information scanning module S712 config-
ured to scan characteristic information of files in the system
one by one, and match the characteristic information with
secure file characteristic information in the data packet iden-
tifying a file as a secure file; for the matched file, not perform
an anti-virus scanning on the file; and for the unmatched file,
notify the security scanning module to perform an anti-virus
scanning on the file;

the security scanning module S713 configured to, for the
unmatched file, perform an anti-virus scanning on the file.

the processing center server 730 configured to perform
statistics on secure file characteristic information sent to the
processing center server by individual clients to obtain the
characteristic information of the secure file;

the second client group 720 configured to send character-
istic information of secure files.

Optionally, the processing center server comprises:

a characteristic information module configured to receive
characteristic information of secure files sent by individual
clients, the characteristic information comprising the charac-
teristic information of a file determined to be secure when the
file is fully scanned by client;

a statistical module configured to, for identical character-
istic information, count its number of repetitions; and

an extracting module configured to extract characteristic
information with the number of repetitions greater than or no
less than a number threshold.

Optionally, individual clients of the second client group
comprise:

a characteristic information obtaining unit configured to,
when the scanned file is secure, obtain the characteristic
information of the file, which characteristic information com-
prises the file name, file size, file modification time and file
content description information;

a file name computing unit configured to perform a cyclical
redundancy check computation on the file name to get a file
name CRC value;

a content description information computing unit config-
ured to perform a message digest algorithm computation on
the file content description information to get content match-
ing information; and

a characteristic information sending unit configured to
send characteristic information comprising the file size, file
modification time, file name CRC value and content matching
information.

Optionally, the statistical module comprises:

aranking unit configured to rank the received characteristic
information according to the total number of repetitions;

a de-duplication unit for, for individual identical charac-
teristic information, perform a de-duplication operation on
identical characteristic information sent by one and the same
client; and

a statistical unit configured to, for individual identical de-
duplicated characteristic information, count the number of
repetitions of individual characteristic messages.

Optionally, when a client fully scans a file,

the system API function GetTickCount is called to com-
pute the scanning time from the start of file scanning to the
end of file scanning according to the points in time at which
the file scanning begins and the file scanning finishes.

Optionally, after the extracting module, there is further
comprised:

a generating unit configured to store the extracted charac-
teristic information in a data file, and generate a data packet
according to the data file.
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Optionally, before the generation of a data packet, there is
further comprised:

a removing unit configured to receive the characteristic
information of an insecure file sent by the client, and not store
the characteristic information in the data file, or delete char-
acteristic information in the data packet identical to the
received characteristic information.

Optionally, matching the characteristic information of the
file with characteristic information in the data packet by the
following method:

matching is conducted starting from the characteristic
information with the highest matching efficiency in a cache.

Optionally, when the file size and file modification time
match a piece of characteristic information in a database, the
cyclical redundancy check computation is performed on the
file name to get a file name CRC value, and matching the file
name CRC value with the file name CRC value of the piece of
characteristic information; and

when the file name CRC value matches the file name CRC
value of the piece of characteristic information, the message
digest algorithm computation is performed on the file content
description information to get content matching information,
and matching the content matching information with the con-
tent matching information of the piece of characteristic infor-
mation.

Optionally, there is further comprised:

a prompting module configured to, upon scanning the first
time, prompt the first client whether to select a rapid scanning,
and if it selects, then scan characteristic information of a file
and call the data packet to conduct matching.

Reference is made to FIG. 8, which shows a flow diagram
of a method for rapidly scanning a file according to an
embodiment of the invention comprising the following steps.

In step 810, obtaining a data packet, the data packet com-
prising secure file characteristic information for determining
whether a file in a system is a secure file.

In step 820, scanning file characteristic information of files
in the system one by one, and matching the currently scanned
file characteristic information with secure file characteristic
information in the data packet identifying a file as a secure
file; if they match, then skipping an anti-virus scanning for the
current file, and continuing to scan a next file; if they do not
match, performing an anti-virus scanning on the current file,
and when the scanning time is greater than or no less than a
time threshold and the file is secure, the secure file character-
istic information of the file is updated to the data packet.

For example, an anti-virus scanning is performed on a
malicious code or virus, etc. comprised in the file content.

After the data is obtained, a rapid scanning may be per-
formed.

In step S821, the system of the first client scans character-
istic information of files in the system one by one.

In step S822, matching the currently scanned file charac-
teristic information with secure file characteristic information
in the data packet identifying a file as a secure file; if they
match, the process goes to step S823, skips the current file and
continues to scan a next file; and if they do not match, the
process goes to step S824, and performs a full anti-virus
scanning on the current file, and when the scanning time is
greater than or no less than a threshold and the file is secure,
the process goes to step S825, where the secure file charac-
teristic information of the file is updated to the data packet.
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In practice, the characteristic information in step S825 may
be obtained by the following steps:

step M1: obtaining the characteristic information of the
file, which characteristic information comprises the file
name, file size, file modification time and file content descrip-
tion information;

step M2: performing a cyclical redundancy check compu-
tation on the file name to get a file name CRC value;

step M3: performing a message digest algorithm compu-
tation on the file content description information to get con-
tent matching information; and

step M4: taking characteristic information comprising the
file size, file modification time, file name CRC value and
content matching information as secure file characteristic
information. The particular approaches for step M1 to step
M4 are similar to the above described step S11 to S14.

Therein, in the process of updating a data packet, the char-
acteristic information of secure files may be directly updated
to a data packet in the local system, or also the characteristic
information of secure files may be sent to the processing
center server, and updated to a data packet of a corresponding
individual application side by the processing center server
according to its rule.

In practice, before the first client scans, there is further
comprised: confirming whether to select a rapid scanning or
not, and if yes, scanning characteristic information of a file
and calling the data packet to conduct matching.

In other words, the first client may select a rapid scanning
or a full scanning of a file, and if a fast scanning is selected,
scan characteristic information of a file and call the data
packet to conduct matching of characteristic information.
When the characteristic information of the file matches char-
acteristic information in the data packet, it skips the current
file and continues to scan a next file.

In this application, upon scanning the first time, the first
client may be prompted whether to select a rapid scanning,
and if it selects, then characteristic information of a file is
scanned and the data packet is called to conduct matching.

If the first client selects a rapid scanning, when scanning,
the first client first obtains characteristic information of a file
in the first client to conduct matching, without the need to
scan all the content of the file.

Reference is made to FIG. 9, which shows a flow diagram
of a method for generating a data packet according to an
embodiment of the invention comprising the following steps.

In step 910, receiving characteristic information of secure
files sent by individual clients, the characteristic information
comprising the characteristic information of a secure file for
which the file scanning time is greater than or no less than a
time threshold when the file is fully scanned by client.

Optionally, when files are fully scanned by the clients, and
when the scanning time is greater than or no less than the time
threshold and the files are secure, the full scanning is to
perform an anti-virus scanning on all the content of individual
files in a system of a client.

In step 920, for identical characteristic information, count-
ing its number of repetitions.

In step 930, extracting the characteristic information with
the number of repetitions greater than or no less than a num-
ber threshold.

In step 940, storing the extracted characteristic information
in a data file, and generating a data packet according to the
data file.

For steps similar to other embodiments, a detailed descrip-
tion will not be repeated here.

Embodiments of the individual components of the inven-
tion may be implemented in hardware, or in a software mod-
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ule running on one or more processors, or in a combination
thereof. It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that,
in practice, some or all of the functions of some or all of the
components in a device according to individual embodiments
of the invention may be realized using a microprocessor or a
digital signal processor (DSP). The invention may also be
implemented as an apparatus or a device program (e.g., a
computer program and a computer program product) for car-
rying out a part or all of the method as described herein. Such
a program implementing the invention may be stored on a
computer readable medium, or may be in the form of one or
more signals. Such a signal may be obtained by downloading
it from an Internet website, or provided on a carrier signal, or
provided in any other form.

For example, FIG. 10 shows a server which may carry out
a method for rapidly scanning a file according to the inven-
tion, e.g., an application server. The server traditionally com-
prises a processor 1100 and a computer program product or a
computer readable medium in the form of a memory 1200.
The memory 1200 may be an electronic memory such as a
flash memory, an EEPROM (electrically erasable program-
mable read-only memory), an EPROM, a hard disk or aROM.
The memory 1200 has a memory space 1300 for a program
code 1310 for carrying out any method steps in the methods as
described above. For example, the memory space 1300 for a
program code may comprise individual program codes 1310
for carrying out individual steps in the above methods,
respectively. The program codes may be read out from or
written to one or more computer program products. These
computer program products comprise such a program code
carrier as a hard disk, a compact disk (CD), a memory card or
a floppy disk. Such a computer program product is generally
a portable or stationary storage unit as described with refer-
ence to FIG. 11. The storage unit may have a memory seg-
ment, a memory space, etc. arranged similarly to the memory
1200 in the server of FIG. 10. The program code may for
example be compressed in an appropriate form. In general,
the storage unit comprises a computer readable code 1310,
i.e., a code which may be read by e.g., a processor such as
1100, and when run by a server, the codes cause the server to
carry out individual steps in the methods described above.

“An embodiment”, “the embodiment” or “one or more
embodiments” mentioned herein implies that a particular fea-
ture, structure or characteristic described in connection with
an embodiment is included in at least one embodiment of the
invention. In addition, it is to be noted that, examples of a
phrase “in an embodiment” herein do not necessarily all refer
to one and the same embodiment.

In the specification provided herein, a plenty of particular
details are described. However, it can be appreciated that an
embodiment of the invention may be practiced without these
particular details. In some embodiments, well known meth-
ods, structures and technologies are not illustrated in detail so
as not to obscure the understanding of the specification.

It is to be noted that the above embodiments illustrate
rather than limit the invention, and those skilled in the art may
design alternative embodiments without departing the scope
of the appended claims. In the claims, any reference sign
placed between the parentheses shall not be construed as
limiting to a claim. The word “comprise” does not exclude the
presence of an element or a step not listed in a claim. The word
“a” or “an” preceding an element does not exclude the pres-
ence of a plurality of such elements. The invention may be
implemented by means of a hardware comprising several
distinct elements and by means of a suitably programmed
computer. In a unit claim enumerating several devices, sev-
eral of the devices may be embodied by one and the same
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hardware item. Use of the words first, second, and third, etc.
does not mean any ordering. Such words may be construed as
naming.

Furthermore, it is also to be noted that the language used in
the description is selected mainly for the purpose of readabil-
ity and teaching, but not selected for explaining or defining
the subject matter of the invention. Therefore, for those of
ordinary skills in the art, many modifications and variations
are apparent without departing the scope and spirit of the
appended claims. For the scope of the invention, the disclo-
sure of the invention is illustrative, but not limiting, and the
scope of the invention is defined by the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for rapidly scanning a file comprising:

obtaining a data packet, the data packet comprising secure

file characteristic information for determining whether a
file in a system is a secure file; and

scanning file characteristic information of files in the sys-

tem one by one, if the currently scanned file character-
istic information matches secure file characteristic infor-
mation in the data packet identifying a file as a secure
file, skipping an anti-virus scanning for the current file,
and continuing to scan a next file;

wherein, the secure file characteristic information is

obtained by collecting statistics of characteristic infor-
mation of secure files sent to a processing center server
by individual clients, which comprises:

fully scanning a file, when the scanned file is secure,

obtaining the characteristic information of the file,
which characteristic information comprises the file
name, file size, file modification time and file content
description information;

performing a cyclical redundancy check computation on

the file name to get a file name CRC value;

performing a message digest algorithm computation on the

file content description information to get content
matching information;

obtaining the characteristic information of the secure file

comprising the file size, file modification time, file name
CRC value and content matching information:

for identical characteristic information, counting a number

of repetitions; and

extracting characteristic information with the number of

repetitions greater than or no less than a number thresh-
old.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein

if the currently scanned file characteristic information does

not match secure file characteristic information in the
data packet, performing an anti-virus scanning on the
current file, and when the scanning time is greater than
or no less than a time threshold and the file is secure,
updating the secure file characteristic information of the
file to the data packet.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein for identical
characteristic information, the number of repetitions is
counted by:

ranking the received characteristic information according

to the total number of repetitions;

for individual identical characteristic information, per-

forming a de-duplication operation on identical charac-
teristic information sent by the same client; and

for individual identical de-duplicated characteristic infor-

mation, counting the number of repetitions of individual
characteristic information.
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4. The method according to claim 1, wherein after extract-
ing characteristic information with the number of repetitions
greater than or no less than a number threshold, the method
further comprises:

storing the extracted characteristic information in a data
file, and generating a data packet according to the data
file.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein before the

generation of a data packet, the method further comprises:
receiving the characteristic information of an insecure file
sent by the client, and not storing the characteristic infor-
mation in a data file, or deleting characteristic informa-
tion in the data packet identical to the received charac-
teristic information.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein

after the previous data packet is generated, when the sta-
tistics relate to the characteristic information of a new
secure file, updating the characteristic information of the
new secure file to the previous data packet.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein matching the
characteristic information of'the file with the secure file char-
acteristic information in the data packet comprises:

starting from the characteristic information with a highest
matching efficiency in a cache.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein

when the file size and file modification time match a piece
of characteristic information in a database, the cyclical
redundancy check computation is performed on the file
name to get a file name CRC value, and matching the file
name CRC value with the file name CRC value of the
piece of characteristic information; and

when the file name CRC value matches the file name CRC
value of the piece of characteristic information, the mes-
sage digest algorithm computation is performed on the
file content description information to get content
matching information, and matching the content match-
ing information with the content matching information
of the piece of characteristic information.

9. A system for rapidly scanning a file comprising:

a first client, comprising:

a memory having instructions stored thereon;

a processor configured to execute the instructions to per-
form operations for rapidly scanning a file, the opera-
tions comprising:

obtaining a data packet, the data packet comprising secure
file characteristic information for determining whether a
file in a system is a secure file; and

scanning file characteristic information of files in the sys-
tem one by one, if the currently scanned file character-
istic information matches secure file characteristic infor-
mation in the data packet identifying a file as a secure
file, skipping an anti-virus scanning for the current file,
and continue to scan a next file;

a second client group, wherein individual clients of the
second client group comprise:

a memory having instructions stored thereon;

a processor configured to execute the instructions to per-
form operations comprising:

fully scanning a file, when the scanned file is secure,
obtaining the characteristic information of the file,
which characteristic information comprises the file
name, file size, file modification time and file content
description information;

performing a cyclical redundancy check computation on
the file name to get a file name CRC value;
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performing a message digest algorithm computation on the
file content description information to get content
matching information; and

obtaining the characteristic information of the secure file
comprising the file size, file modification time, file name
CRC value and content matching information;

a processing center server to collect statistics of character-
istic information of secure files sent to the processing
center server by individual clients to obtain the secure
file characteristic information in the data packet, which
comprises:

a memory having instructions stored thereon;

a processor configured to execute the instructions to per-
form operations comprising:

receiving characteristic information of secure files sent by
individual clients, the characteristic information com-
prising the characteristic information of a file deter-
mined to be secure when the file is fully scanned by
client;

for identical characteristic information, counting a number
of repetitions; and

extracting characteristic information with the number of
repetitions greater than or no less than a number thresh-
old.

10. The system according to claim 9, wherein for identical

characteristic information, the number of repetitions is
counted by:

ranking the received characteristic information according
to the total number of repetitions;

for individual identical characteristic information, per-
forming a de-duplication operation on identical charac-
teristic information sent by the same client; and

for individual identical de-duplicated characteristic infor-
mation, counting the number of repetitions of individual
characteristic information.

11. The system according to claim 9, wherein after extract-

ing characteristic information with the number of repetitions
greater than or no less than a number threshold, the operations
further comprising:

storing the extracted characteristic information in a data
file, and generating a data packet according to the data
file.

12. The system according to claim 9, wherein before the

generation of a data packet, the operations further compris-
ing:

receiving the characteristic information of an insecure file
sent by the client, and not storing the characteristic infor-
mation in the data file, or deleting characteristic infor-
mation in the data packet identical to the received char-
acteristic information.

13. The system according to claim 9, wherein after the

previous data packet is generated, when the statistics relate to
the characteristic information of a new secure file, updating
the characteristic information of the new secure file to the
previous data packet.

14. A non-transitory computer readable medium having

instructions stored thereon that, when executed by a comput-
ing device cause the computer device to preform operations
for rapidly scanning a file, the operations comprising:

obtaining a data packet, the data packet comprising secure
file characteristic information for determining whether a
file in a system is a secure file; and

scanning file characteristic information of files in the sys-
tem one by one, if the currently scanned file character-
istic information matches secure file characteristic infor-
mation in the data packet identifying a file as a secure
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file, skipping an anti-virus scanning for the current file,
and continuing to scan a next file;

wherein, the secure file characteristic information is
obtained by collecting statistics of characteristic infor-
mation of secure files sent to a processing center server
by individual clients, which comprises:

fully scanning a file, when the scanned file is secure,
obtaining the characteristic information of the file,
which characteristic information comprises the file
name, file size, file modification time and file content
description information;

performing a cyclical redundancy check computation on
the file name to get a file name CRC value;

performing a message digest algorithm computation on the
file content description information to get content
matching information;

obtaining the characteristic information of the secure file
comprising the file size, file modification time, file name
CRC value and content matching information;

for identical characteristic information, counting a number
of repetitions; and

extracting characteristic information with the number of
repetitions greater than or no less than a number thresh-
old.
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